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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The references listed on the Information Disclosure Statements filed on 
8/21/2006, 10/29/2004, and 3/24/2004 have been considered by examiner (see 
attached PTO/SB/08). 

Claim Objections 

3. The abstract of the disclosure is objected to because abstract is not one 
paragraph. Correction is required. See MPEP § 608.01(b). 

4. Claim 2 is objected to because of the following informalities: The limitation "video 
signal after the transmission stem transmits a video signal" should be changed to "video 
signal after the transmission system transmits a video signal". Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - , 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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6. Claims 1-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Ochiai 
(US Patent No. 7,171,677). 

As to claim 7, Ochiai discloses a receiver which operates to receive and 
reproduce a signal transmitted from an external device having a recording device which 
records a video signal, comprising: 

• a reception device (1 or 2) which receives a signal including a program (e.g. broadcast 
programs) transmitted by the external device (1 or 2) and information (i.e. programs already 
stored in broadcast storing apparatus) about the program via a network (e.g. Internet 
Protocol) (see column 4, lines 41-48 and 58-60, column 5, lines 55-62) ; 

• a reproduction (3 or 4) device which reproduces (i.e. transmits to a broadcast storing 
apparatus and is then outputted to a display) a signal received by the reception device (1 or 
2) (see column 4 lines 41-48); and 

• a recording device (3 or 4) for receiving and recording a broadcast program (see column 5, 
38-54), 

• wherein the recording device (3 or 4) records a program based on information (i.e. programs 
already stored in broadcast storing apparatus) about the program transmitted from the 
external device (see column 5, lines 55-62). 

As to claim 6, Ochiai teaches a transmission and reception apparatus which 

operates to receive a video signal and transmit it to an external device, comprising: 

• a reception device (1 or 2) which receives a video signal (see column 4, lines 41 -42); 

• a recording (e.g. storing) device (3 or 4) which records a video signal received by the 
reception device (see column 4, lines 45-46); 

• a transmission system (8) on which a video signal recorded by the recording device (3 or 4) is 
transmitted to an external device (5 or 6) via a network (e.g. IP) (see column 4, lines 46-48 
and lines 58-60); 
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• an output device (3 or 4) which outputs a video signal to display a signal received by the 
reception device (1 or 2) (see column 4, lines 41-48 and ); and 

• an input unit responsive to user manipulation (see fig. 5, column 19, lines 12-16), 

• wherein, based on user manipulation (e.g. requesting a recording request) from the input unit, 
the recording device (3 or 4) records a video signal received after said user manipulation (see 
column 16, lines 21-28); 

• wherein recorded information at a time point of the user manipulation is transmitted to the 
external device (see column 16, lines 24-28 and column 19, lines 28-50); and 

• wherein, in response to a request from the external device, the video signal recorded by the 
recording device is transmitted to the external device (see column 19, lines 28-50). 

As to claim 1 , note the discussion of Ochiai above. Ochiai teaches a 
transmission and reception apparatus which operates to receive a video signal and 
transmit it to an external device, comprising: 

• wherein the output device (3) stops video signal output (e.g. receives a stream stop request) 
and, in response to a request from the external device (4) (e.g. stream control request), 
transmits the video signal recorded by the recording device (3) to the external device (4) (see 
figs. 4 and 5; column 11, lines 28-43 and column 18, line 46-column 19, line 27). 

As to claim 12, Ochiai teaches a reproduction method of reproducing a video 
signal in a recording and reproduction apparatus and a receiver comprising the steps of: 

• reproducing a video signal in the recording and reproduction apparatus (see fig. 1 , column 4, 
lines 41-48); 

• inputting specified user manipulation (i.e. inquiry of recorded video from previously recorded 
programs) (see column 5, line 58-column 6, line 2); 

• recording a video signal continued from a video signal reproduced by the reproducing step in 
the recording and reproduction apparatus, wherein the video signal to be recorded is 
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contained in a video signal received after the user manipulation (i.e. continuing recording 
from the previous time stopped) (see column 5, line 55-column 6, line 2); 

• stopping reproduction of the video signal after the recording step (i.e. transmitting a stream 
stop request) (see column 1 1 , lines 37-42); 

• requesting to read a video signal recorded in the recording and reproduction apparatus of the 
receiver (i.e. transmitting a file read-out request) (see column 12, lines 2-10); 

• transmitting a video signal following user manipulation to the receiver via a network in 
response to said requesting wherein the video signal to be transmitted is recorded in the 
recording and reproduction apparatus (see column 19, lines 12-16); and 

• receiving a video signal transmitted from the recording and reproduction apparatus of the 
receiver and reproducing the video signal (see column 19, lines 28-50). 

As to claim 2, Ochiai teaches the transmission and reception apparatus wherein 
the recording device stops the recording of a video signal after the transmission system 
(7) transmits a video signal (e.g. transmits a pin connection breaking request to signify 
the recording has been completed) (see column 19, lines 51-56). 

As to claim 3, Ochiai teaches the transmission and reception apparatus wherein 
the transmission system (8) transmits recording information (e.g. programs already 
recorded) about a received video signal to an external device (3 or 4) via a network (e.g. 
IP) (see column 5, line 55-column 6, line 2). 

As to claim 4, 9 and 15, Ochiai teaches the transmission and reception 
apparatus: 

• wherein the reception device receives a digital broadcast signal including a compressed 
video signal (e.g. MPEG1, MPEG2, or motion JPEG) (see column 8, lines 38-44), and 

• wherein the transmission system transmits a compressed video signal to an external device 
(e.g. MPEG1 , MPEG2, or motion JPEG) (see column 8, lines 38-44). 



Application/Control Number: 10/807,238 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2609 

As to claim 5, Ochiai teaches the transmission and reception apparatus further 
comprising: 

• a memory (3 or 4) which automatically stores a video signal received by the reception device, 
wherein the transmission system (8) transmits a video signal recorded by the recording 
device based on user manipulation and a video signal automatically stored in the memory 
before the recording device starts recording (see column 4, lines 41-48). 

As to claim 8, Ochiai teaches the receiver wherein a program received by the 

reception device (1 or 2) and a program recorded by the recording device (3 or 4) 
constitutes a sequence of contents (e.g. programs previously recorded) (see column 5, 
lines 58-60). 

As to claim 1 0, Ochiai teaches the receiver further comprising: 

• an output device (3), which outputs a list of signals (e.g. list of recorded programs), which the 
reception device (1 or 2) receives from the external device (3 or 4), based on information (i.e. 
streaming interface messages) from the external device (3 or 4) (see column 1 1 , lines 28-31 , 
lines 32-35, and column 16, lines 21-28). 

As to claim 1 1 , Ochiai teaches the receiver further comprising: 

• an input unit responsive to user manipulation (see fig. 5, column 19, lines 12-16), 

• wherein specified user manipulation stops recording of a video signal (e.g. requests a stream 
stop request) in the external device (4) via the network and starts recording in the recording 
device (3) (see figs. 4 and 5;*column 11, lines 28-43 and column 18, line 46-column 19, line 
27). 

As to claim 13, Ochiai teaches the reproduction method further comprising the 
steps of: 

• requesting to read a video signal recorded in the recording and reproduction apparatus of the 
receiver and then receiving a broadcast signal (see column 19, lines 12-16); and 
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• reproducing a signal recorded in the receiver so as to continue (i.e. begin recording from the 
previous recording end time) from the contents of a video signal transmitted from the 
recording and reproduction apparatus (see column 5, line 55-column 6, line 2). 

As to claim 14, Ochiai teaches the reproduction method wherein the step of 
receiving the broadcast signal includes recording a specified video signal based on 
recording information (i.e. times the programs were recorded) about a video signal 
received by the recording and reproduction apparatus (see column 5, line 55-column 6, 
line 2). 

As to claim 16, Ochiai teaches the reproduction method further comprising the 
step of: 

• allowing display equipment of the receiver to display names (e.g. identification numbers) of a 
plurality of networked devices including the recording and reproduction apparatus capable of 
receiving a video signal (see column 4, line 62-column 5, line 9). 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Jeffrey (US Patent No. 6,567,981) is cited to teach an audio/video signal 
distribution system. 

Staal et al (US Patent Publication No. 2002/0271966) is cited to ability to send 
signals through multiple set-tip boxes in an apartment building. 

Lord (US Patent No. 7, 1 1 4,1 72) is cited to teach synchronization amongst 
multiple devices in a network. 
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Inquiries 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mushfikh Alam whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
1710. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri: 7:30-17:00 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanh Nguyen can be reached on (571 ) 272-7772. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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